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proval, at such time, and such manner, aa the Convcbetween the North and the South, and see wherepetes w ith slave labor, but slave labor is chiefly disuit to ascertain whether they can hold them ?---
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Washington Cirr, Dec. M, IPSO.
Gentlemen: I have the Irnnur t.) acknowledge

the receipt of your U tter of November 10th, pro-
pounding to me certain questions and asking an
early answer. Your letter was handed to me in
Jackson, but my stay there whs short, and my en-- g

gements of such a character, rs to prevent a re-

ply before I Te flfor this cily. I therefore embrace
this, the earliest moment, (since my arrival lure,)
thet can be- - spared from my official duties to com-
ply with your request. The ri j,ht of the constitu-
ent to demand, and the duty ot the representative
to give, frankly, and fully, his opinion upon all
questions on which he may be called to act in his
representative character, or upon all questions
touching the relation which exists between hem,
as constituent and representative, I fully admit.
Whether your inquiries are connected with any sub-
ject on which I can by any possibility be called to
act, as a representative in Congress, I shall not
stop to inquire, bt cause I have no desire to with-
hold my answer, either as a representative or a ci-

tizen, to these or any other questions you may
ui.--h to propound.

Your questions are the following :

1st. Are you in favor of a dissolution of the
Union now, or hereafter, because of the late ses-
sion of Congress ?

xn J. Are you in tavor ot the establishment ot a
Southern Confederacy now, or hereafter, because
of the legislation of the late session of Congress ?

3rd. Are you in favor of the secession of the
State of Mississippi from the Union now, or here
after, because of the legislation of the late session
of Congress ?

4.h. Are vou in favor of any, and what kind of
resistance, on the part of this State, or all, or any
of the slave States, to the recent acts of Congress ?

rlie first three of these questions are not novel
I met them not long since, (substantially, if not lit
erally, ) in a correspondence between a distinguish
ed Senator of Louisiana and some of his constitu
vnts. I had supposed that my position on this
question was well understood by my constituents,
at least those who had taken the pains to inquire
what it was, and such is my belief now. I have
not either in Congress, or before mv constituents,
proposed or advocated, either a dissolution of the
Union, the cecession of mv own State, or the for
mation of a Southern Confederacy, and my opi-

nions have undergone no recent change. Why
then should you ask for information on these ques-
tions, unless your object was to give me an oppor
tunity of refuting the calumnies of those who
seek to place me in a false position : I have not
deemed it to be my duty to decide for my consti-
tuents, what remedy they should adopt for the
evils imposed on them by the late act of Congress,
but determined to take counsel from them as to
the remedy to be adopted, if they should approve
my course in opposing these measures. If 1 were
of the opinion, however, that a dissolution of the
Union was a proper remedy now to be adopted, I
should immediately dissolve all connection with the
general government by resigning my seat in th
House of Representatives, and assume the ground
boldlv. I do not regard this as the issue now be
fore the people of Mississippi, but one which has
been raised by designing men, to conceal from the
public gaze their own recreancy and treachery to
the South. My object has been since my first en-

trance upon public life, to guard against all viola-
tions of the Constitution ; and to preserve in its ori-

ginal purity, that Union which was formed by the
Cenvention of 1787 ; a Union of equality and jus
tice established by the Constitution that Consti
tution which was designed as a shield of protection
to every part of the Confederacy. My policy has
been directed to this end, and will continue to be,
until all hope of preservation has been lost ; then
I shall believe it to be the duty of the Southern peo
ple to go out ot the union, as the only means ot sa
ving and transmitting to posterity the principles of
the Constitution, i ou will thus perceive that my
constant effort has been to save and not to destroy
the Lnion.

You also inquire what my opinions will hereaf
ter be ? whether I will be hereafter for the reme-
dies in your first three questions on ac
count of the legislation at the late session of Con
gress." What my opinions and what my position
will be hereafter, 1 cannot now determine. 1 shal
form my opinions upon the state of facts which may
exist hereafter ; draw my deductions, and take po-

sitions accordingly ; and without the supernatural
power of foreseeing the precise state of facts and
circumstances by which we may be surrounded ;

aad the consequences, immediate or remote, which
may flow from the late acts of Congress must de-

cline giving a conclusion upon an undefined hypo-
thesis. My opinions when formed will not be with-
held from any portion of my constituents who may
desire to know them.

In answer to your fourth and last question, I
state, that I am for resistance to the late acts of
Congress, known as the "Adjustment" or "Com-
promise." I believed that great injustice was done
the Southern States by the passage of these bills.
Territory enough for a vast empire, acquired from
Mexico at the close of the late war, the common
property of all the States, acquired by their joint
efforts, and bought with their common treasure,
has been wrested from the South, and appropria-fe- d

to the occupancy and enjoyment of the North
by this "scheme of adjustment." Its authors call
it a "scheme of adjustment," but posterity will be
more likely to call it a scheme of plunder. A band
of organized trespassers, a majority of whom were
foreigners and native Californians, without the au-

thority of law, without a precedent in the history
of this government, but in violation of both law and
precedent ; were permitted under the fostering care
of the general government, to seize and appropri-
ate the larger and better portion of all this territory
to the uses and purpooes of the North ! The South
was excluded from it by a provision enacted in part
at least by native Californians, upon whom the
rights of citizenship had not been conferred; by
foreigners who had not been naturalized, and who
could not vote anywhere within the United States.
A Convention was called by a military chieftain, if
not at the suggestion, at least by the permission and
approval of the general government, which consum-
mated the acts of injustice upon the rights of the
South ; a convention of which half the inhabitants
of the territory knew nothing, r.nd in whose pro-
ceedings they felt and took no interest ; a conven-
tion, the irregularities of which, are seldom sur-
passed in the history of the world. It was incum-
bent on the general government as the common
guardian and protector of all the States to guard
and protect the interests of the South in this com-

mon property. In failing to do so, it has failed to
discharge at least some of the duties for which it
was formed. "

Territorial goernments have been established
for Utah and New Mexico w ithout the Wilmot Pro-
viso. WThy ? Because the North says the Mexi-

can law excluding slavery is still in force in these
territories. Mr. Clay, the author of this "scheme
of compromise," holds the same opinior. They
did not deem the Proviso necessary, or they would
have inserted it in these bills. Is there any con-

cession here ?. Lf the North intended to concede
to you, this humble privilege of carrying your slave
properly to Utah and New Mexico, why did not
they remove the obstructions which they say exist,
and exclude yours effectually as the Wilmot Pro-
viso could? They deny your right to carry your
slaves to these territories ; they voted down every
proposition asserting this right ; and held up the
Mrxican law in lerrorem over the Southern slave-
holder. W.hen the entire North, and part of the
South too, hold this opinion that you are excluded
by the Mexican law, (an opinion which I have ne-e- r

held,) what will be the practical result ? Will
Southern men risk carrying their slaves to these te: --

titories incurring the hazard and expense of a law

We ask for the following views a careful pe

rusal. Let no man, be he a slave or a non-slav- e-

liolder, lay this paper down until he shall have
. . .i i li 1 C 1 ! 1 '

weighed wen me reasons oi me wrucr, wnoisa
true friend not only to the South, but to the whole

Union :

It can be easily demonstrated that the
are more vitally more fearfully interest

ed in the question of abolition than any other class.
The doctrines of the abolitionists and free soilers
lave for their present and ultimate object the de- -

structie.n of the institution of slavery, the total
emancipation of all slaves in the South. All they
do, and propose, and strive for, in Congress and
elsewhere, having any connection with the subject,
looks directly to the accomplishment of this great
object. It is not expected that any one measure
will effect it, but it is to be done by a combination
of measures, not running parallel with each other,
but effectually converging to the same point to the
same burning focus, like the rays of the sun falling
upon a convex glass and producing fire and causing
destruction, lhe measures affecting the questions
which have lately received the sanction of Congress
and the President, and which have for their pur
pose the robbing of the South of her just share of
the public domain, and the limiting ot slavery to
its present boundaries, are most emphatically apart
of this infamous combination. there is no project
more startling than that of confining slavery to its
present limits. Have people of the South justly
considered it ? It is a self-evide- nt proposition that
the effect would be substantially the same as if
any power were gradually to lessen the area of
slave territory. The slave population increases
proportionally faster than the white ; there are no
restrictions upon their marriage and intercourse,
while many white persons for various reasons choose
not to marry. 1 he increase in numbers of the for
mer, may be fairly stated from five to eight percent.
annually. 1 here are plantations where the increase
is nine to ten per cent. Consequently, the result,
in a given number of years, is the same to a certain
extent, as if slave territory were converted into free
territory, and the slaves inhabiting it driven back
to other slave territory.

It has rarely been the case at any period of the
world that a people were hemmed in without the
privilege or power of migration. The Spartans
had a law or regulation in virtue of which, when
their helots or slaves became too numerous, they
massacred them. Whether this was the legitimate
result of any free-soilis- m of antiquity, history does
not fully disclose. But it would be rash to conclude
that the Spartans would thus murder thousands
wantonly, and without proceeding upem a pnnci
pie of necessity. Perhaps they had some Ohio or
New England neighbors whose religion consisted
in establishing "a cordon of free states," and who
required, or whose policy required, this inhuman
butchery as an offering to their infatuation. Whe
ther the efforts of the people of the North, and o:

their submission allies in the South, will ever ren-

der a Spartan regulation of massacre necessary, re
mains to be told.

Abolition of slavery, no matter how it may be
brought about, whether by a single decree of the
federal government, or by a long series of encroach
ments and enactments, will be followed by the
same train of evils. In either event there will be
internal war and carnage, there will be robbery
pillaging, plundering, and brutal crimes of every
kind and hue, there will be violations and mas
sacres of our wives and daughters on the one hand
and continual destruction of slaves or blacks on the
other, the sanctuaries of God w ill be desecrated
and the very foundations and frame work of society
will be riven asunder with volcanic terror, ou

'11 1 1 - A - 1 11 1 1nouses w in oecome uesoiate ana our ncieis be laid
waste by force and neglect. Dees the poor man
the man who owns no slaves see no feature in thi
picture that strikes the tenderest chords of his heart?
Does he see no wave no breaker, in that trembled
ocean, no ship-wrec- k for him in that mighty tern
pest ? Is there no doom wntten for him in that
dread tide of revolution and carnage which is to
roll along our valleys and across our mountain bar
riers, for which the fanatics of the North daily
pour out their hellish incantations in the guise of
prayers, and tor which they have desecrated the
Constitution and covered it over with the shininsr
exhalations of and perjury, until the ve
ry difference between justice and robbery has grown
dim in their sight : Does he love his wife : Doe
he love his children ? Aye, does he love his na
tive land ?

"Breathes there a man with soul so dead,
Who never to himself hath said
This is my own, my native land 1"

Is it nothing to him that the land of his home is
to be despoiled ? With him, is an ownership of
slaves a necessary preliminary to patriotism V

it nothing to him that his wife and children are to
be cut with knives or beat with clubs, and forced to
an unnatural association with black slaves ? And
if he happen to have money enough to enable him
to get away and carry his family with him, is it
nothing to him to be driven like a base spaniel into
a life-tim- e of exile, and to be forced to tear him
self away from those scenes and associations which
have grown deeper in his heart as he has grown
stronger in manhood, and which are intimately
blended with all that he held sacred and dear
The hearts of all poor men in the South will send
up an everlasting response of virtue and patriotism
to these questions.

There is a large class of persons in the South yvho

are not poor men, and who yet do not own slaves
Are their interests not identified with their homes
Are they not equally with the slave-holde- r, for
themselves and their posterity, interested in secu
ring peace, tranquillity, and justice, for all time to
come ? Surely they are.

The contrast between the condition of the poor
man and the slave-hold- er can be very briefly drawn

In the evils which would most certainly follow
abolition, the former would lose everything. pro
perty, personal security, political equality, to say
nothing of the insult and injury to which himself
and family would be liable, and in a large majori
ty of instances he would not have money with w hich
to go to another country, and even if he had, he
would not have means of obtaining land and the
necessaries of life after he went there.

The slave-holde- r, on the other hand, would lose
nothing but his property in slaves, for doubtless,
even in the anarchy that would prevail, his lands,
lying in large bodies, would be of some value to
him. When he saw the storm coming he could
take his family and leave for another country,
where, with the money he had accumulated, he
could purchase a home and live comfortably.

It is easy to conclude, therefore, that all classes
of population in the South are interested nn the
strictest maintenance of her rights and in the per-
manence of her institutions. Besides, the question
of slavery affects no particular class, it is mingled
and blended most intricately with the whole frame-
work of society. In many instances, one brother
owns a large number of slaves while the other bro-
thers own none ; and so of the other relations of
marriage and of blood. " This, in connection with
the legal subdivision of property by the laws of
descent, will alwrays prevent the institution from
being connected exclusively with any caste or di-

vision of the people. It must'inevitably remain an
interest of the whole.

The poor man of the South is more independent
and comfortable than he could be anywhere else
upon the face of the globe. In his social progress
he encounters no mobs, no riots, no violent politi-
cal excitements, no communism, no agrarianism,
no mormonism, no anti-masonis- no lawless
leagues of the rabble. In his labor he has to con-

tend with no foreign pauperism, no home pauper-
ism, no daily laborers going about begging but un-

able ta obtain employment. It is true, ,he com- -

tion may determine.
JU11IX J. iUClWlE,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.
JOHN I. GUION,

President of the Senate.-Adprove-

November 30th, 1850.
JOHN A. QUITMAN.

To 1hc Friend of the South.
TiiElunderri'.mcd eptakUVhing a Weekly Journal in the

city ol ColuinbuH, Miwiss-ipji- i, to be devoted to the maintenance
of tlie constitutional rights of the Suth; and to the distK-min- a

tion of thoxe vital maxima of equality .both, civil and political,
recognized and practised by the Fathers of the Republic. The
editorial department of the" pnier will be under the charge of
comiwtent and experienced gentlemen.

1 Ije tnenos ot tlie L nion tho Union as framed and eemcn
ted by the bhxxl of our lathers, are earnestly invited and urged
to aid in procuring the names of ubHcriter8. As the paper
will occupy high conservative ground, irrespective of party al-
liances, it is confidently anticipated that it will meet the appro-
bation and receive the cordial support of all true men ot all
parties.

The paper will be printed on new and beautiful type, and will
contain more rending matter than any sheet in the .State. The?
first numlier will be histied on or about the first of January.
I lie names ami siinscTiners u oe nirwnmea 10 wm. u. Craf'
mav, (care of Jas. B. Blair) Columbus, Mississippi.

Ilr.ms 1 lirce dollars, per annum, invariably in advance
COMMITTEE:

M. M. BROOKS, )
"ruhre c- -HAMPTON WILLIAMS,

t. m. blackwell,t. c. orkknyvooi),
j. p. mo.t kimokuy, Ch'tkrttnwhenry Mcdowell, Co

J. A. OR Ft,
Q. a GRASTY,
CHALES GATES.
W. R, CUNNINGHAM,
W. A. TUCKER,
R. DAVIS,
A. D. POPE. Monroe Co.
S. J. GHOI.SON,
I B. MOORE,
JACOB LOUGIIRIDGE,
JUtO t . .YilLLS.
W. R. CANNON,
J( I IN W. RICE, OkiMrka Co.
CHAM. It. JORDAN
A.S. HUMPHRIES.
THOS. I. SHARP,
ELI ABBOTT,
W. W. HUMPHRIES, Lrnrndi Co,

BEV. MATTHEWS,
JAMES WHITFIELD,

CoLrMBi-s- , Miss., Nov. 11th, 1850.
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(KLAIK'S DlilT. STOKE.
TUS" received at this well known esta- -

a fresh uppjy of pure and go--
nuine Medicines, hi h will be sold on as fa
vorable terms as at any in the Soith.
Plivsii'inns. Plm-.tiT.- nn,l itfir urn rnnot,..! t iull
and examine the stock, w hi h has been selected with I
great care for this market. We think they will find it I
equal (if not superior.) as regards quality and variety,
to any in tne Mate ; and making their purchase alto-
gether from Importing Houses, they are enabled to sell
on as good terms, as any Drug House in the South or
South est.

Putsiciaxs Prescriptions Carefclly PrTUp.
Dr. James Y. Hopkins will attend to the rrescri

tion departmeu a guarantee that all will be right
that delicate and important part of the business. j

DRUGS, MEDICINES, &. CHEMICALS, PI ,

TY &. BRUSHES, DYE STUFFS, PAIXTjf
AND OILS, WINDOW GLASS, DYE

STUFFS, GLASS WARE, PERFU- - I
MERY, FINE SOAP,, STEEL

PENS, AND SUPERIOR N -
WRITING INK.

A superior article of SPERM OIL, LARD OIL,&c,
always on hand.

LANDRETII'S FRESH GARDEN SEEDS
Crjp 1S50.

Patent Medicines of all kinds :
Pure Old Brandy, Yines, Holland din and Old Jamai-

ca Hum Pure Whis'eyfor Medical pur-pos- es

and a sujxrior article of TEA, loth
Clrven-an- Black.

Superior Chewing Tobacco and Cigars.
Thankful for the patronage heretofore extended to

the Houe, he hopes by strict attention and a disposi-
tion to accommodate, at low prices, to merit the patron-
age of a discerning public.

JAS. BLAIR.
Columbus, F-b- . 1, 1850.

nAIUUSON & MATTHEWS,
Attornics a nil Counsellors at L,nw,

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI,

WILL practice law in the several counties
sixth Judicial District, and the High Court

of Errors and Appeals at Jackson.
Columbus, Jan. 29, 1851. - l:x

GEORGE G. MOORED
Auction and Commission Merchant,

(Corner of Main and Military Slrrrts, Near the Court-IIour- ,)

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI.
Refer to Messrs. Cozart, Humphries &. Billups; E. Csf
Eggleston; O. II. Millican; A. H. Jordan, Columbus.
Col. Geo. II. Young; W. L. C. Gerdine, Waverly.

January 29, 1S51. l:x

Ayer's Cherry Tectorial.
A most beautiful and valuable Preparation for the cure of

Coughs, Colds, Consumption, and all diseases of the
throat and lungs.

THIS is a new compound, in this place, hut it is
one of the greatest preparations of the ae

for diseases of the lungs far Superior to Jaynes' pre-
paration.

JAS. BLAIR, Sole Agent-Columb- us,

Feb. 1, 1850.

S. S. Fitche's
InvalualUe Medicines for Coughs, Colds, Consumption

and Female Diseases always on hand.
Also His unrivalled ABDOMINAL SUPPORT-

ER, that has been patented only six months, and ha.
already been imitiated. Also, his superior SHOUL-
DER BRACES.

The only genuine articles are to be found at the Drug-Stor-e

of JAS. BLAIR, Sole Agent,
Columbus, Feb. 1, 1850.

Executor's Notice.
TTTHEREAS, Letters testamentary of the last wilt

V and testament of Rash a Cannon deceased, were
granted to the undersigned, at the November term of
tlie Probate Court of Lowndes county, State of Mis-
sissippi. Now, all persons having claims against the-estat-

of said decedent are hereby required to exhibit
the same duly probated and allowed, within the time;
prescribed by law, or the same will be barred.

THOMAS E. CANNON
January 16, 1851. l;Gt flncutor.

Tor Sale A good horse, believed to be sound tS
fitted for any sort of planting business. c5lHe rides well and is a fast traveler. He will be ba

tered for two good milch cows corn and fodder or'-i- d
for cash or good paper.

0r5"Enquire at this office fleb t 185L.

Ihev Will not. Property is timid, and the wholAJ
of this vast acquisition will be appropriated to the
purposes of tree soil, and come into the Union 'as
tree States, unless some action shall be taken by
the South to break this current of events.

Dv this adjustment a Southern State has been
di; numbered, a tax of ten millions of dollars im-

posed upon the people, two-thir- of w hich, must
be paid by the South. Why has this been done"
That teirilory enough for one large State slave
territory under the resolutions of annexation, might
be converted into free-soi- l, and tome into the Union
as a free Siate. Such was the object and such will
be the effect of dismembering Texas. No other
consideration could have secured the passage of the
bill. By the adoption of this "scheme of adjust-
ment," the South has been surrounded by free ter
ritory, which will, if-n- o counteracting influences
are brought to bear, come into the union as free
States. One great object for which free-soile- rs

have been contending for years, is likely to be ac- -

complisliedto wiJ: To surround the South with a
cordem of frer6ates.

By ano,hcr(f iture of this scheme, the slave trade
has been abolished in the District of Columbia.
This is but the entering wedge to the assumption
of jurisdiction over slavery, wi.hln the district, and
to general emancipation. I ho next step w ill be to
estaoiisn u. ine uui proviues inai n slaves snail
be brought into the district for sale, the owner shall
forfeit his title and the slaves shall become free. If

igress possess the power to liberate the slave
because he is brought in here for sale, for what
purpose can they not declare him free ? The bill
does not stop here even its operatiem is not con
fined to the District et Columbia alone. It is an
interference with the slave trade between the States.
lhe rights of both Maryland and Virginia to carry
on the slave trade with the other Southern States,
are impaired by it. This right is not left free and
unincumbered as it existed heretofore, but is clog
ged and obstructed. The citizens of these States
can no longer collect their slaves in Depots for sale
here, or to be carried to other States. They are
excluded from this market and turned beyond the
limits of this District. The South should demand
the repeal of this law, unwarranted alike by the
provisions of the Constitution, and common justice
to the Southern States.

The Southern portion of this "Compromise," is
the fugitive slave bill. That bill is intended to give
force and effect to an express provision of the Con
stitution. The bill confers no right. The righ
of the slave-hold- er to recapture his slave was con-

ferred by the framers of the Constitution, and the
bill is enly designed to give practical operation to
that provision, which has been imperative for sixty
years, in half of the States. If to
enforce an express provision of the Constitution, be
a concession, then I should be willing to admit this
a coneessien, provided the Northern States would
enforce the law. I his, however, has not been done,
and I fear will not. In one State it has been ren-
dered a dead letter by legislative enactments, (Ver
mont, ) and in the others the efforts to enforce it
have been wholly lneliectual in most cases.

Such being in my opinion the character of the
acts passed at the late session, I am not for tame
acquiescence or submission. 1 am fully aware,
however, that but little can be done by the South
in her present divided and distracted condition to
stay the hand of the aggressor. There is too much
division of sentiment, feeling and opinion, in the
Setuthern States. If the South had been united,
and spoken as one man through her delegation in
the last Congress, against the "adjustment," it
would never in my opinion have passed. I he di
visions of her people at home on this question, have
brought her to her present lamentable condition
and will continue, if not healed, to invite aggression,
till her fate shall be sealed, and she become to this
government what Ireland is to England, or Hun
gary to Austria. How is the South to be united
on this question, in defence of her righs ? I know
of no better plan than the one suggested by the Oc-

tober Convention of Mississippi a Southern Con-
vention. Let all the Southern States hold a Con-

vention composed of delegates formally elected by
the people let them meet and consult together
fer the safety of the South, and the preservation of
her constitutional rights tor the preservation of
that union of the States bequeathed them by the
patriots of '76 ; the Union of which the Constitu-
tion is the bond. In this way the South may pos
sibly be united as one man speaking but one voice,
made by a common feeling occupying the same
ceimmon ground ; and when thus united, and shew
ing a determination to defend her rights at all ha
zards to the last extremity, aggression will cease.
and not till then. This in my judgment, is the
only plan under Heaven by which the Union can
be preserved 1 mean a Constitutional Union wor
thy of preservation, and not a Union without the
Constitution. If the. South would thus unite and
demand of the North a recognition of her to go into
Utah and New Mexico with her slave property, the
right would be conceded. If she would demand a
division of California on the line of 36 deg. 30 min.,
( California consenting, and this she would undoubt-
edly do, ) she would in my opinion, get it. She
should also demand of the North, and have per-
manently settled the question, that slaves may be
carried into territory hereafter acquired, and Slave
States admitted into the Union. This is a point of
vital importance to the institutions of the South,
that should be settled without delay. If no more
slave territory is to be acquired, and no more slave
States admitted into the Union, the overthrow of
the institution of slavery is not only certain in the
States where it now exists, but the day is not very
distant w hen it will be done. Confine it within its
present limits, and there finally will be a war of
extermination between the two races in the South.
They can never live upon terms of social and po-
litical equality there. Arid I do not hesitate to say
that I would prefer seeing the Union dissolved a
thousand times over, or the South filling one com-
mon, but hemorable grave, rather than the whites
and blacks living on terms of social and political
equality in the Southern States.

I am then, gentlemen, in favor of a Southern
Convention, called for the purposes briefly indica-
ted to unite the South to save if possible, (and I
believe it possible,) the Union and the Constitution
which our revolutionary patriots gave us. I am
also in favor of a State Convention, and the adop-
tion of the measures of Let Mis-

sissippi, and every other Southern State, cease to
buy manufactures in the North build up railroads,
establish arsenals and armories. In this w ay the
South will be rendered independent of the North,
and prepared to defend herself if forced to go out
of the Union. This is her true policy, whether
she remains in or shall be driven out. By the
adoption of this policy, the North will be taught
her dependence upon the South. When she loses
the patronage of the South, she will have lost the
best customer she has in the world, and under a
returning sense of justice may be disposed to ac-

knowledge and respect our rights.
If constitutional remedies should not arrest the

hand of aggression, turn back the tide of fanati-
cism, and secure that respect for our institutions to
which they are entitled, we will then have but one
alternative left. We will be forced after exhaust-
ing all other remedies to secede, or to submit to
degradation and wide-sprea- d ruin. Between the
two, no true Southerner can hesitate. I am for
equality and justice in, or independence out of the
Union.

I have briefly, but I hope satisfactorily, answer-
ed your inquiries, gentlemen, and have the honor
very respectfully, to subscribe myself your obedi-
ent servant,, W. S FEA.TBERSTON..
Messrs. B. D. Nabors, C..R. Amus, CFBenaing--

way, W. D. Lyles, C R.Crusoe, G. II. Foote,
W. Brook, P. Henry.

rected to the culture of cotton, rice, tobacco, and
sugar ; products about the cultivation of which, he
cares but little, or, if he does, he learns that com
petition with slave labor here is no worse than with
white slave labor elsewhere ; he is taxed to support
no poor rates, no work houses. He lives quiet- -

y, and, if he be industrious, comfortably ; he loves
the religion and faith of his fathers, and when he
ies down to die, he is yet a stranger to those tu

mults, strifes, troubles, and sufferings which in
most other countries make it almost doubtful whe-

ther life is a blessing.

The injustice and unconstitutionality, and the de
sign and effect of the abolition of the District slave
trade is powerfully portrayed in the following con

densed language of one of Virginia's Representa
tives in Congress in 1 850 :

"But, sir, (said he) it is contended that, if Con
gress has no power to abolish slavery m the Uis
tnct, it has the power to suppress what is taunt
ingly called the "slave trade ;" and that, upon this
ground, abolition petitions containing this prayer
should be received. This, sir, is a more daring,
more unblushing proposition to violate the rights
of private property, if possible, than the other. The
rights of sale and purchase are necessary incidents
to the rights of property ; and, so long as slaves
are regarded as property, they must necessarily be
subjects of sale and purchase ; and Congress has
just as much authority to prohibit the buying and
selling of horses, cattle, cotton, tobacco, and any
other species of property, as the buying and selling
of slaves. It is a social right toacouire and to alien
property that stands protected by the Constitution
Such an interference would be well worthy the ig
norance and despotism of the dark ages. I do not
doubt that, in the exercise of this right, so far as
the sale of slaves is concerned, there have been
abuses many acts of cruelty and severity, revolt
ing to the best feelings of humanity. But, sir,
these abuses are not confined to the relation of mas-
ter and slave ; they have been sometimes perpe-
trated in the more endearing relations of husband
and wife, parent and child, master and apprentice
and I do not doubt that, in the factories of the
North, many such have been perpetrated.
But, however much yve may lament human depra
vity, and mourn over these exhibitions of cruelty
and suffering, we cannot control them by destroy
ing great constitutional rights. e cannot say to
a citizen of Maryland, yo shall not buy property
in v lrgmia ; nor to the citizen of V irgima, y-- shal
not purchase'in Maryland. Such a prohibition would
be as tyrannical and oppressive as despotism could
make it : and if yreu could prohibit the buying and
selling of slaves, bv the exercise of the same pow
er, you could prohibit all intercourse between the
States, by prohibiting the buying and selling of their
stock, agricultural productions, and manufactures
Has the Federal Government such formidable and
dangerous power as this ? If it has, then, sir, we
are more the subjects of an iron despotism than
could have imagined. But, sir, Congress has no
right to abetlish the (so-calle- d) "slave trade" in the
District ot Columbia.

Such are the nature and design of the Abolition
of the Slave trade in the District of Columbia, and
such was the light in which it was viewed by th
entire South at the time of the utterance of this lan
guage, and for years subsequent. It was consi
dered unconstitutional, and an initiative attack upon
the Slave institutions of the South, and a palpabl
and outrageous discrimination against the proper
ty of the Southern peeple. If Congress has the
right to prohibit a citizen of Virginia from sellin
his Slave in the District, it has an equal right to
say that a Boston Manufacturer shall not sell a bale
of goods therein. Has Congress such a power
ll it nas, men inaeeci is tins movement a uespo
tism. But it has made no such prohibition agains
the Boston Merchant, and will make none such
What follows then ? Why that Congress, the guar
aian oi an tne ciates ?.iikc, discriminates orauis
Southern property If It has said in effect, that
the Boston merchant may introduce his iroods or
property of any kind or description into the Dis
trict, mav have his Depot of deposit, and ma se
at his leisure ; but you Virginian; you Southern
man, shall net introduce your property into the
District for sale, nor even pass with it through th
District, under the penalty of its being forthwith
emancipated ! ! Will the Southern people subm
to this outrage and insult ? Will they sutler them
selves to be thus assigned an inferior position in this
government to the northern section of it ?

But we are told by the submissionists that it is
mere ponce rcgn;a ion tne aoatement ot a nui
sance which Cemgress, as the legislature of th
District, has a right to adopt and that the Hegro
trade is offensive to Northern men, who come to
Washington. If it be a "nuisance" for A, to sell
his slave then the Constitution itself is a "nuisance,"
for it recognizes the right. And if Congress has
the right to decide that any particular species of
property is a "nuisance, it lias the right to decide
that any othe-- r species is a "nuisance," and thus
would the right of property depend upon the arbi-
trary will of Congress and not upon the inaliena-
ble rights of the citizen ! Upon the same princi-
ple, Congress would have the right to decide that
horses and hogs were "nuisances," and could eman-
cipate them if driven within the District as merchan-
dize !

Again : If Congress can abolish the Slave trade
in the District, to pander to the delicate sensibili-
ties of northern Yankees, and Foreign abolitionists,
because that trade is offensive to them, then upon
the same principle and fxr the same purposes, it
has the unquestionable right to abolish Slavery it-

self, because Slavery is more offensive to the North
than the Slave trade 1

We hold it to be conclusive and indisputable then,
that the abolition of the Slave trade in the District
of Columbia, is a gross and palpable infraction of
the Constitution, a crying outrage and unmitiga-tin- g

insult to the South, and above all, a conces-
sion to Congress of the power to abolish Slavery it-

self in that District. We call upon Southern peo-
ple, without distinction of party, to solemnly pon-
der these startling facts. They may depend that
a storm is brewing, which will ere long burst with
destructive effeets upon their heads! Let them
wake up and prepare to meet the crisis. "The first
step is taken."

"But this unjust discrimination between the citi-

zens of the North and of the South, within a juris-
diction set apart for their common government, pro-
posed as it is, not in compliance with any demand
made by the. people of the District, but in defe-
rence to the fell spirit of anti-slaver- y, is not the
only objection to the bill. Pass it, and the long
mooted question of Congressional jurisdiction over
the subject of slavery in the District, will have been
settled. It will prove to be but the introduction to
the ultimate object the total abolition of slavery
itself in the District, and the creation of a free-so- il

Territory, in the very bosom of the slave-holdi- ng

States. Adopt this measure, and a breast-wor- k

will have been constructed, from which the shafts of
abolition will be thrown with most deadly effect
against the entire social system of the Southern
States. In view of the avowed objects of the North,
as daily proclaimed here and elsewhere, in refer-
ence to the institutions of the South, I trust that
no son of hers, by supporting this measure, will fur-
nish a weapon to Jbe used against her hereafter. Let
us not aid in building this harmony of precedent.
So that when the day shall come, that rends this
Union in twain, as come it will, unless the madness
of the North shall yield to a returning sense of jus-
tice, we of the South may be enabled to say--

'If Rome fall, we are innocent.'
"And now, Mr. Chairman, having examined the

separate measures which make up the totality of
this plan of compromise, let us balance the account

the profit, and where the loss falls.
' 1 . By trickery, traud, and "Kingly prerogative,

he North gains all of California, and this the South
looses.

'2. By the svpposed existence of Mexican law
in the Territories.

acquired by the war, and which
t - 111 ..I i rthe JNorth reluses to appeal, ana oy me existence oi

doubts upon this subject, which are as potent as
aw, to exclude the South, and which Congress re
uses to solve, the North gains all of Utah and New

Mexico. Andlall of this, the South looses.
"3. The. A orA gains one hundred and twenty- -

five thousand square miles of the Territory of the
State of Texas, running the proposed leundary far
below the line of 36 deg. 30 min.. and embracing
nough of surface for three States as large as Ala- -

bama. Uesides this, the JV orth gains the propor
tional amount which the South must contribute for
the purchase of a territory, from which her citizens
will be excluded. And all this the South looses.

"4. Under the pretext of more effectually carry
ing out the provisions of tho constitution in relation
to the recapture of fugitive 'slaves, the North impo-
ses upon the South new conditions and new obliga-
tions not imposed or contemplated by the constitu-tie-

and secures a precedent for a direct interfe
rence in the relation of master and slave, within the
jurisdiction of the slave-holdin- g States. All this
the A orth gains, and the South looses.

"5. In suppressing the slave trade m the Dis
trict of Columbia, the North effects an object on
which it has been intent on the last twenty
and establishes the jurisdiction of Congress over the
whole subject of slavery therein ; a principle which
the Semth has uniformly resisted. So, here again,
the Xorth gains everything, and the South looses
everything.

XST The new Governor of Massachusetts holds
the following language in his Message to the Leg
islature of his State. The picture of the future of
the South he draws is a dark and gloomy one, and
it will surely be verified unless we arouse ourselves
and open up the avenues to wealth and greatness
by an enlarged system of internal improvements
and manufacturing interests. lhe South must
commence this work soon, or her day of vassalage
to foreign influence is nigh.

" Her free institutions have given to the North
a vast increase of wealth and numbers. The cen
sus of 1850 will establish its power in the House of
Representatives by a delegation hardly less than
two-thir- of the whole number. By the admis
sion of California w e have a majority of two in the
fcenate ; wnne tne majority in botn branches is
destined to be increased by the freedom of Dela
ware ana tne admission oi uregon, JNew Mexico
and Minesota, within the present ten years. In
this view of the positive and prospective power o
the North, there seems to be no occasion to despair
either ot our free institutions or our countrv.

The entire ceast of the Pacific is dedicated to
freedom. The commerce of the country is in the
hands of the North. These are important facts in
determining the future relative power of the two
sections of the country.

The intretduction of manufactures into the Sout
will lead to inquiries as to the relative cost of
free and slave labor, and the great truth will be
elicited that the former is the only economical sys
tern. "

Jenny Lind has distributed $3,440 among the chari
table institutions of Charleston.

Convention of the Stale of 3Ii$sisI;pi.
An Act to provitle for a Convention of the People of the

HSUtte OJ MlSHlfflppi.
Whereas, The Legislature of the Congress of the

United States, controlled, as it was, at its lust session,
liy a dominant majority, regardless of the constitutional
rights of the States and reflecting the
will of a section whose population are hostile in feel
ings and opposed in principle to a long established and
cherished institution of the States ol" the South, af-

fords alarming evidence of a settled purpose on the
part of said majority to destroy said institution and
subvert the sovereign power of this and other slave-holdin- g

States : and whereas it is becoming and prop-
er" that a sovereign State should promptly resort to the
most efficient means for the maintainance of it ssov-ereign- ty

and the preservation of its constitutional
rights, as a member of the confederacy when assailed,
by the exercise of the highest power recognised under
our Republican form of Government ; the expressed
will of the sovereign people : Threforo,

Section 1. He it enacted by the Legislature of tlie
State of Mifiphsijpi, That an election for Delegates to
a Convention of the People of the State of Missis-
sippi, shall be held in the several counties thereof, on
the 1st Monday and day following in the month of
September. jn the year eighteen hundred and fifty-on- e,

that said election. shall be held at all the precincts es-
tablished by law, and shall be managed and conducted
by the sheriffs or other proper officers of the counties
respectively, in the same manner and according to th?
same rules and regulations as are prescribed by law
for the election of members of the Legislature : And
it is hereby declared to be the duty of the Governor to
issue his proclamation to the several sheriffs of the
State, at least ninety days before the time appointed
for holding said election requiring them to hold and
conduct the same according to law, and the said sher-
iffs shall advertise the time and place of holding said
election for at least twenty days, by publishing the
same in the several newspapers of their respective
counties, and by posting notices at, at least four public
places in their counties.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That each county
shall be represented in said convention by the same
number of delegates as such county has of Represen-
tatives in the House of Representatives, including the
representation of any city or town in any county.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That no person not
a citizen of the State of Mississippi, who shall not at
the time of said election have resided for twelve months
previous thereto in tlie county, and shall not have at-
tained the age of twenty-fiv- e years shall be eligible to
a seat in the Convention.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the
duty of the sheriff or proper returning officer of each
and every county, within twenty days after said elec-
tion, to make complete returns to the Sec'ry of State,
of the votes cast for delegates in his county, and the
certificate of election of the returning officer of the
proper county or of the Secretary of State in favor of
any delegate, shall be evidence of his right to a seat
in said Convention, subject, if contested, to decision
by siid Convention in such manner as they may
prescribe.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the delegates
elected under the provisions of this act shall assemble
at the Capital of the State, on the 2d Monday of No-
vember, A. D. eighteen hundred and fifty-on- e, and or-

ganize themselves into a Convention by the election
of a President and 6uch other officers as they may
deem necessary, and the appointment of a suitable
number of assistants, and shall proceed to consider the
then existing relations between the Government of
the United States and the Government and people of
the State of Mississippi, to devise and carry into effect
the means of redress for the past and obtain certain
security for the future, and to adopt 6uch measures for
vindicating the sovreignty of the State, and the pro-
tection of its institutions as shall appear to them to
be demanded. Said Convention 6hall adopt such rules
and regulations for its government and for the proper
transaction of business as they shall think proper.
The officers, members and assistants of 6aid Conven-
tion shall receive the same compensation as is now
allowed by law to the officers, members and assistants
of the Legislature, and the Auditor of Public Ac-
counts shall issue his warrant on tlie Treasury therefor,
upon the certificate of the President, of the amount
due. '

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That in case of any
vacancy occurring in said Convention by the death,
resignation or removal of any member, it shall be the
duty of the Governor to cause such vacancy to be fil-

led by issuing his writ of election to the sheriff of the
proper country, requiring him, on ten days notice, to
hold an election according to law, to fill the same.

Sec 7- - And be it further enacted, That the acts of
the Convention proposed to be held by this act, be-

fore they become binding on this State, shall be sub-
mitted to tine people at the ballot-bo- x. for their ap--


